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subjected to a mode of thinking promoted by our modern-day society for the entirety

of their lives; young men who seem to be confused about their manhood and unsure

of what's expected of them; young men who are having a tough time leading their
families and providing the vision and direction they so desperately need; young men who
either have not paid attention to, or did not listen to their father (or father-in-law, as the case
may be), or perhaps they did and discerned an example | did not intend.

This book is written to the young men in my family: young men who have been

| am writing to the young men in my family because | am deeply troubled with the
world-view that has swept into every aspect of our lives; a world-view that teaches wrong
concepts, provides wrong reasoning, and leads its followers ultimately to failure and
remorse. For purposes of this work, | am defining the term “world-view” as the current-day,
predominant view of society that attempts to ravage traditional values, trivialize God, upset
long-standing norms and standards of behavior, and powerfully promotes relativism to the
end that there is no transcendent truth, rather all truth is defined by the individual, or the
perceived societal majority.

| am writing to the young men in my family because | love them and | fear for their
families and for their relationships with God. My credentials are few, consisting of being a
father and a grandfather, a man who has made many mistakes, and grieved the Lord, but
who loves his children and grandchildren, and wants them to benefit from the lessons God
has taught over the years.

| am writing to the young men in my family because | have not been entirely
successful in my efforts to be a loving and teaching father. We have had grave problems
within our family to include the heartbreak of drug abuse and estrangement. In my
attempts to hold our family together, and to present a picture of the perfect American family,
which indeed has always been my greatest desire, | have hurt certain members of my
family by putting pressure on them to accept the continuing abuse of other members of the
family. | have made many mistakes and my heart is at the same time broken and hopeful -
broken as a result of lost dreams; hopeful because | know that God is still in charge, and
the last chapter of our lives has not yet been written.

Finally, | am writing to the young men in my family because | did not have the
influence of a man in my life as a boy and as a young man — no father, uncle, or
grandfather bothered much with me. |feel a great sense of loss and remorse over the lack
of a dad’s influence in my life. Itis an emptiness that cannot be filled in this life; a longing
that cannot be satisfied; a thirst that cannot be quenched. My father passed away in 1975
of cancer, and | regret deeply that he and | had no real relationship. My father had many
good qualities, and he never abused me, but we simply did not have a relationship. He and
| were, at best, disconnected. The first time he told me he loved me was on his deathbed.
| was thirty-one years old and had a family of my own. Because of my experiences as a



boy and young man, | feel a great need to share my heart with the young men in my family
(and young men everywhere).

It is exceedingly important for a father to talk with his children, and to pass on his
wisdom and his experiences. A father should let his children know what is important to him
and what is important in life. He should talk with them on a deep level. He should be much
less worried about being a buddy to his children, and much more focused on being a
teacher and trainer, a mentor and an example, and, of course, a provider for the family. He
should tell his children that he loves them — often (this, | did often). He should compromise
all of the small stuff, but none of the important values of life. He should stand for
something, and his children should know without a doubt where their father stands on any
issue of importance. And, a father should kiss and hug his children as often as he can get
away with it (It gets harder as they get older, you know!).

| am relating these things so that you will know what is in my heart, my motivations,
my loss at not having a father (or grandfather) to teach and consult with me, and love me
(although my father loved me, | am sure, in a manner he could not express). | don't want
my sons or daughter to say the same about me.

The issues | write about in the coming pages need to be discussed and the things |
say need to be said. Furthermore, you need to hear these things from someone who loves
you. You need to hear them from me! The topics covered in the following pages are deep;
they are essential, and they need to be discussed and critically considered. There are
other topics of major import not discussed here. | will leave those topics to another time,
and | will start with that which is of vital importance to your eternal lives. Now, let's getto it,
men... Check your compass and head toward TRUE NORTH; head toward the cross.
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said you would have that completed by now! | was there to meet you, but you didn’t
show up! Why didn’t you pay the light bill on time? The bank is coming to get the car
because you're late with the payment again!

I t's drudgery. Someone is always laying responsibilities on me. Do this! Do that! You

Why can’t people just lighten-up, chill? I'll get it all done in my own time. Everyone
is so up tight. To tell you the truth, | get fed up with the constant griping. Someone is
always deciding what needs to be done, and then assigning the task to me. It gets old! If
you want it done so badly, why don’t you do it yourself?

You know, the truth is | just forget about all that stuff. I've got a lot on my mind, you
know. And sometimes | just don’t have time or I'm too tired. | work hard all day and I'd like
a little respect and recognition for that. Besides, you’'lldo it if | don’t. | don’t have to worry.
The griping sure wears on me, though. Just ease up, okay?

Do you know what irresponsible behavior is? It is rudeness and a lack of
consideration for others.

Do you know what causes irresponsible behavior? Immaturity! Selfishness!
Disregard for others! Laziness!

Do you know what effect irresponsible behavior has on others? It causes people to
lose respect for you.

Do you know what effect irresponsible behavior has on you? It causes a loss of self-
respect and destroys your vision and ability to lead.

I’'m sorry if this sounds harsh, but it needs to be said. | see a growing epidemic of
irresponsible behavior among men today. They just won’t get the job done. They neither
catch the vision, nor establish the goal. They don’t plot the progress, nor do they
comprehend the destination. The important things that need to be done, the benchmarks
of life, the steps to meaningful accomplishment, the recognition of monetary or time
constraints, the overcoming of road blocks, the establishment of a family vision, all this
seems to be left to others, particularly the women in their lives. Sitting around and not
taking the initiative is pandemic among men today. Why? | believe that men have
acquiesced their leadership role, are confused as to what is expected of them, and have
lost their clear identity as men. | have seen this phenomenon taking place since the early
1960s. Now, | am not blaming this on women. It's our fault, men, and it's up to us to
correct it.



Irresponsibility is the child of immaturity. It is an immature mind that does not
remember to pay the electric bill, or otherwise do what he said he would do.

It is an immature mind that won’t swing into action without the stimulus of a
protracted haranguing, pushing, goading, pleading, prodding, reminding, checking and re-
checking.

It is an immature mind that gives over vision making, goal setting and the
establishment of priorities to others.

It is an immature mind that discards the respect of others along with one’s self-
respect.

And, it is an unfortunate and immature man who irreverently passes his
responsibility to lead to those he is supposed to lead.

You cannot be irresponsible and expect to have anyone’s respect, certainly not the
respect of the woman in your life. Irresponsible behavior actually creates a social vacuum,
and we all know how nature hates a vacuum. You see, when obvious responsibilities go
unattended (thus, the vacuum), someone will step up to the plate and swing (thus, filling the
vacuum). That someone is usually your wife, or mother, or girlfriend, etc. The problem is
that respect is lost when this “stepping up to bat” occurs.

Consider a surgeon who simply could not make a decision during an operation, or
who froze during an emergency. Someone would step in and fill the void, but respect
would be irrevocably lost.

Consider the teacher who didn’t get around to preparing a lesson and failed to grade
a major exam. Respect would be lost.

How about the husband who forgot to file the family’s federal income tax return, or
pay the house payment, or pick up his daughter after band practice. How about the father
who promised to take his son to the baseball game on Saturday, but forgot? Irresponsibility
is displayed in the man who doesn’t do what he said he would do. He simply doesn’t keep
his commitments.

It makes no difference how big or small, important or insignificant the irresponsible
behavior, the hole created by such behavior will be filled by some responsible person who
sees a need and fills it - it is the nature of “get-it-done” type people. There are
consequences, however. When you allow some other person to carry out your
responsibilities, that person and all who are watching lose respect for you. When you are
not respected, you cannot establish a vision or provide leadership - nobody will listen or
follow. You look silly and insignificant - unmanly.

Respect is of paramount importance to a man. He needs it like flowers need rain.
He seeks after it like bees seek nectar. Just as plants cannot grow without the power of the



sun, men cannot operate effectively without the internal empowerment of respect,
especially the respect of wives and children. A lack of respect renders a man weak and
insignificant, unable to lead and unable to establish a vision. You see, in the absence of a
legal requirement to follow, such as in the military, a man can lead only if he is respected.
People don’t follow or listen to those they don't respect. That is why God has instructed
wives to “respect” their husbands, while instructing husbands to love their wives.! He who
created men knows well that our first need is respect. Furthermore, we men cannot carry
out our vision-setting and leadership roles unless we are respected.

There is yet another twist to this general type of behavior that requires discussion. It
is a little different than the irresponsible behavior we have been discussing, but it also
causes a serious loss of respect. | am talking about the twin respect destroyers of not
keeping your word and lying.

Over the past few years, a tremendous men’'s movement has been taking the
country by storm. Bill McCartney, the former head football coach of the University of
Colorado Buffaloes, started it. The movement is called Promise Keepers. This powerful
movement of Christian men throughout the country is providing an awakening to manhood
and a dynamic reminder of our calling and purpose. These vibrant rallies are scheduled for
Friday evenings and all day and into the night on Saturday. Upwards of 60,000 men and
boys attend these rallies to worship God, hear great speakers, sing hymns, and learn of the
solemn calling bestowed upon men. These men are known as Promise Keepers because
that is exactly what a man is: a Promise Keeper. Men keep their word. Men do exactly
what they say they will do.

Yes, honor is stillimportant and the essence of honor is keeping your word. Trite as
it may sound in today’s society, a man’s word is his bond. If people cannot depend on you
to keep your word, they will not respect you. And guess what? You will lose self-respect
as well. Failing to keep your word is unmanly and weak. It shows a lack of character, a
lack of strength, a lack of conviction, and a tremendous disregard for the person who
counted on you, but was let down. Failure to keep your word indicates that you don’t have
much regard for yourself. If your self-image allows for not keeping your word, and it doesn’t
really bother you, and if you don’t see this as an immoral act, which is degrading and
destructive to your self-image, then you are devoid of character. Furthermore, the act of
not keeping your word shows blatant disrespect for others. When a man says one thing
and does another, he is not worthy of respect and he cannot be counted on - he is not
dependable. He is like a leaf blown in the wind - it blows here and then there, up and then
down. He lacks character and has no regard for others.

Likewise, lying is a destroyer of respect. Why do people lie? They lie to hide the
truth, because the truth hurts or makes them uncomfortable. They lie because they don’t
regard the truth as important or convenient, or they redefine the truth to make it more
manageable. They lie because they don’t regard the person they are relating to as worthy
of truth or respect. Lying is self-destructive and a relationship destroyer. Like not keeping

1. The Holy Bible, Eph. 5:34.



your word, it is born in a deep lack of character. It shows weakness of mind and a lack
spiritual grounding. It is disgusting.

| have noticed throughout the years that those who do not keep their word and who
lie are the very ones who complain the loudest when they are on the receiving end of that
behavior pattern. They are incensed, embittered, and deeply angered over such treatment.
They complain loudly to all who will listen. They proclaim the injustice and demand
recompense for the wrong done them. During all this hypocritical wailing, they miss the
irony of it all: they demand from others that which they are not willing to give.

Men, keeping your word is important. Telling the truth is important. Character is
important. And your reputation is important. These are the attributes of a man. It is not
easy to display these character traits, but then it is not easy to be a man. This is where the
real strength and power of manhood is displayed, not in lifting weights or drinking beer or
fighting, but in being a Promise Keeper. If you find that you cannot display these character
traits, then you are not a man. You may be a male of the species, but you are not a man.

Falling into irresponsible behavior, therefore, has dire consequences. As men, we
actually cannot fulfill our God-ordained role if we are mired in irresponsibility. This is a
serious issue for all men to consider. It's like allowing your canoe to drift down stream in
turbulence, without putting an ore in the water. Nothing good will come of it and disaster will
eventually be the result. It is a man’s job to have his ore in the water at all times, guiding
the canoe, avoiding rocks and dangerous rapids, turning here and turning there to bring
your family safely to its destination. That's your job! Do it! Take joy in it.



THEREFORE

1. Men are responsible! Boys are irresponsible!

2. Men don't lie. Men keep their word. Men are
Promise Keepers.

3. lrresponsible behavior = rudeness and lack of
consideration for others.

The cause of irresponsibility is immaturity.
4. Irresponsible behavior causes others to lose
respect for you.

5. lIrresponsible behavior destroys a man’s vision
and ability to lead.

6. lIrresponsible behavior is the natural
consequence of men who have acquiesced
their leadership role and lost their clear identity
as men.

7. Men need — no, require — respect, especially
the respect of the women in their lives.




APPLICATION TO EVERYDAY LIFE

1. Men need respect in order to function as God intended. Wives are commanded
by God to respect their husbands. Husbands are commanded to love their
wives.

2. A man cannot be respected if he is not responsible, or if he is not a Promise
Keeper.

3. Women will lose respect quickly for a man who is not a leader in his family, or is

not responsible, or does not keep his word. This is true even if she attempts to
fill that role — the role of responsible leader - herself. She will resent that she was
put in the position of having to carry out her role and his, too.

4. A man who relinquishes his God ordained role as leader in the family becomes
confused, unsure of himself, unsure of what is expected of him, clumsy, and
awkward — unmanly. He cannot set the goal. He is not sure where he is going.

5. It is imperative to have dignity and self-respect. Without those attributes, one
cannot live a fulfilled life. In order to enjoy the reality of those attributes in your
life, you must behave responsibly, keep your word, and tell the truth.




Part two

AND HE CALLS HIMSELF A
CHRISTIAN?
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AND HE CALLS HIMSELF A CHRISTIAN?

AND SO THE STORY GOES

yourself. The story goes something like this: You know a guy (or gal) who openly

says that he is a Christian. He might have made the proclamation during a

discussion at some point, or perhaps he attends church and sometimes talks about a
good sermon or an interesting Sunday school lesson. Or perhaps it was when he declined
an invitation to go to a bar or strip joint. It might also be that he is always the designated
driver. It seems that no one has ever seen him drunk. What ever it is, this guy seems to
get under your skin - just a little bit. He seems to think he’s better than the rest of the
group. A little too goodie, goodie to suit me. He’s not like the rest of the guys. He shies
away from the dirty jokes and the fast girls. Last weekend he did a really crazy thing. A
clerk at a store gave him change for a $20 bill instead of the $10 bill he had actually paid
with. Of all the nutty things, he told the clerk and returned the incorrect change. | wonder if
Mr. Right would have done the same thing if we had not been there to see?

So many times | have heard it, and so have you. You might have even said it

We all know someone like this. He gets under our skin - just a little bit. But, what
about that woman down at the office? She has a Bible in her office and goes to a weekly
Bible study for business people. We call her the Bible Lady. She even invites people to
church sometimes. She is really annoying - drippy sweet, you know. She even talks
openly about Jesus during office hours. Isn’'tthat illegal? She really gets under my skin - a
whole lot!

Then there is the chairman of the deacon board at church. He’s always telling
people what they should do and what they should not do and he always seems to be
judging everybody. He makes a big show of reading the Bible - carries it with him
everywhere - and he is always the first one to pray, even at a restaurant. It's embarrassing.

Well, all these goodie, goodie types have their faults, too. They are all fakes. | can't
stand people who act pious and wear their religion on their foreheads. Religion is a private
thing, you know, and it should not be discussed all the time. People have a right to their
own beliefs, but they should not try to push their beliefs on others. So-called Christians are
the worst. They think it's their personal duty to save the world from hell. | don’t even
believe in hell. No loving god (with a lower case ‘g’) would create a place like that, and if he
did, he wouldn’t send anyone there. That's not love, and no god | know would do such a
thing. [The implication here being that either | know other gods, none of whom would do
such a thing, or that other gods exist, although | may not know them. Saying ‘no god |
know...” is one of the silliest and most shallow statements a person can make.] Just leave
me alone. | have my own beliefs.

Remember good ole Mr. Right - Mr. Goodie, Goodie? Well, guess what...I called
him the other night and invited him to go out clubbing with the gang. He was so stinking
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pompous that it made me sick. He said that he had to draw the line in his life and
that he didn’t want to hang with us any more. Guess we’re not good enough for him.
This guy is too much. He pretends to be so loving and kind, but then he throws his
friends out the window. We’'re not good enough. And he calls himself a Christian?

Remember the Bible Lady? Well, guess what...A friend of mine works with her and
he told me that she got caught stealing office supplies from the company and was fired. So
much for the Bible Lady. And she calls herself a Christian?

The best of the group, however, is the Deacon. Mr. Pray-at-restaurants apparently
had an affair with another man’s wife at church. Both families are now getting a divorce,
and the deacon and the woman he had the affair with are talking about marriage. This
same deacon used to teach Sunday school to young adults. As | remember it, more than
one of his classes was about sexual morality. Guess his morality bit the dust. And he calls
himself a Christian?

And so the story goes...

What have we learned from the above examples? | suggest the following:

> There can be a total lack of tolerance for Christians. Why?

> There seemed to be a fair amount of jealousy in the above remarks. Why?

> There was a certain delight at the failings and downfall of the three people
discussed above. Why?

> The tone of the discussion was much like a debater making a case and taking great
pleasure in proving his point. What point? The point was clear: There is no such
thing as a good Christian. They are fakes! Why?

> Christians are not forgiven for misdeeds or sins by society in general. Why?

Exactly what were the misdeeds or sins committed above - what category do they
fall into? Again, | suggest the following:

> The first example was a misdeed - a perceived social wrong. No laws were broken,
but egos were bruised.
> The second situation involved a legal wrong. Clearly laws were broken.

> The third situation involved a moral wrong. Adultery was committed.

Therefore, we have a social wrong, a legal wrong and a moral wrong - all involving
professing Christians. Our storyteller makes the point that there is no such thing as a “good
Christian,” and to prove his point, he relates the above three stories. Our storyteller is also
making another powerful point, although he probably does not realize it. He is making the
point that Christians sin; therefore, they are not Christians. Likewise, he makes a follow-up
point: Christians claim to be perfect, but they clearly are not perfect; therefore, all
Christians are hypocrites.



This is a fairly accurate rendering of the world’s view of Christians. It might even be
your view, although | pray not. Or, you might have had these thoughts in the past, or
had these charges made about you. Even Christians finds themselves voicing
judgments such as these at times. The fact is that the world thinks that Christians
think they are perfect, as Jesus is perfect. Accordingly, the world delights in proving
us wrong.

With all this in mind, please consider the following non-religious examples having to
do with art and music. Good ole non-threatening art and music. Consider the following...

WHAT ABOUT ART

Artis to be appreciated on its own merit: colors, textures, the feeling, the creativity, the type
of art (impressionistic, modern, abstract, surrealism, etc.). Art adds so much to our lives:
beauty, warmth, personality, decoration, contemplation, imagination, excitement, critical
observation, deep appreciation, and so on.

Now, if an artist paints beautifully most of the time, but makes a profound error on a
particular painting, you don’t denounce art as being without value as a result of an
imperfect artist. Do you? You probably would not even denounce the artist, realizing that
practicing art and proclaiming to be an artist does not mean that the artist claims perfection,
or that he would never make a mistake. You would realize immediately that the incredibly
deep value of art goes far beyond the works of a single artist, or even a large group of
artists. Artis valuable in its own right; its value is transcendent. Art exists in its own right
and as such is justified by its existence. In a theoretical sense, art is perfect. But the
practice of art, by imperfect artists, is itself imperfect. This realization, however, in no way
detracts from the beauty and perfection of art. And surely this realization would not lead a
thinking person to reject art because it is imperfectly practiced by an imperfect practitioner.

WHAT ABOUT MUSIC

No matter your taste - classical, opera, show tunes, hard rock, soft rock, country, ballads,
gospel, folk, jazz, easy listening, R&B, and so on - music is the universal language, the
language of heaven. Music can be enjoyed even if you don’t know anything about it. Why?
Because music is experienced; one need not study it academically; one needs only to
experience it; one needs only to listen. The beautiful, melodious sounds enter our very
soul and bring forth a whole multitude of emotion - peace, joy, agitation, fear, love, sorrow,
melancholy. Music also triggers memories of good times and bad. A favorite song can
bring back memories of a special time with a special person. We can remember smells,
sights, what the person wore, what was said. One can even relive the emotion - love,
anger, frustration - upon hearing that certain special song.

Music is an essential component of the human being; it is a quintessential element
of life. Music is pleasing to God and essential to His worship. Itis unthinkable to attempt to
worship God without singing songs of praise. The Bible is full of songs and praises to the
Heavenly Father.

13



Music in its perfect form is available to all who care to listen. Just as people differ
widely in taste and preferences, so too does music. It comes in an infinite number of forms.
Although music is highly structured and even mathematical in terms of its nature and logical
application, and even though there are a finite number of notes, there are an infinite
number of combinations available to the creative musician. The gifted composer picks and
chooses from this vast array of infinite combinations of musical building blocks to create a
work of unique profundity. No matter the nature of his creation, it will surely give great joy
to someone, and maybe to multitudes for generations to come.

Therefore, music, like art, has a transcendent nature. It would exist without man
because it belongs to God - begotten by Him and sung by the angles.

Now, suppose that a man calls himself a musician and in fact plays an instrument -
say, a piano. This person composes marvelous tunes and plays the piano, but on
occasion, he composes a terrible tune, one that simply doesn’'t work; the notes don’t
associate one with the other. Any composer should know better. And to make things
worse, he struck several sour notes just recently while playing a familiar tune. Wow, and
he calls himself a musician!

Well, yes, he is a musician, although an imperfect one. He is a composer and
musician who sometimes suffers a lapse in musical ability - temporarily losing the basics,
you might say.

Given this situation, would you denounce music as unworthy due to the apparent
inability of the musician to master it? Would you say, “If that's an example of music, then |
want nothing to do with it?” Or, would you instead attack the musician saying that he is no
musician and certainly an inadequate composer? Would you react in this manner even if
you knew very little about music and what it took to master it? Would you do that or would
you readily realize that music has enormous value quite apart from the musician at hand?
And concerning his composing abilities, wouldn’t you ‘cut him some slack,” encourage him
to try again and expect that he will improve as he gains experience? What would you do?
Perhaps one would be even more charitable if he had never personally attempted to learn
or master music. Not many of us on-lookers criticize a Brahma bull rider in a rodeo for
falling off after 7 seconds, when we have never attempted to ride a bull at all.

WHAT ABOUT CHRISTIANITY

With the above two examples in mind, why then are Christianity and Christians dealt with
so harshly? Why is Christianity so readily rejected due to the imperfect practice of the faith
by imperfect Christians? In order to answer this question, we will need to carefully consider
the above examples. | do not pretend to have all the answers to anything, and this is no
exception, but let's do some analyzing together. Got your thinking cap on?

THE SOCIAL WRONG: Let’s look first at the social wrong, starring Mr. Right. In

one form or another, this general type of social situation can often be the defining pointin a
person’s life, especially a young person. It is this type of situation that all concerned
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parents fear. Parents try their best to teach their children how to handle situations like this.
They preach about being a leader, not a follower, and about making your own decisions,
rather than following the sheep over the cliff. Yes, | was one of the preachers! | admit it.
Why are parents so concerned about their children being involved with the wrong crowd?
Why are they so judgmental about their children’s friends? Because they are older and
much more experienced in life and in dealing with people than are their children. Hard to
believe, right? After all, anything a teenager’s parents know is currently useless, like a
buggy whip. It was useful in the old days, but useless today. After all, parents are sort of
like dinosaurs, they had their day, but that day was yesterday. Today is your day, and you
know the score. Parents are well meaning, but just don’t know how things really are in
today’s world. They’re just not with it! The rules have changed and so have people. If | did
as my parents wanted, I'd be the biggest geek in town. Right?

Real Love: As aperson grows in experience (which takes time) and wisdom (which
is a gift from God), one might come to see things differently. A parentis like one who has
run the same maze several times and knows all the wrong turns. A parentis like one flying
in a helicopter above a twisting and turning conglomeration of city streets and tall buildings.
Because of the perspective, instructions can be relayed to a traveler below who is trying to
find his way, or avoid a particular hazard just around the next corner. Added to this
experience and perspective is love -- intense, never- ending, powerful, white-hot love. Love
is defined as the absolute commitment to do what is best for another; an unwavering, all
consuming interest in the well-being of another; the conscious decision to put the welfare of
another above that of your own. Would you like to learn how the Bible defines love? The
following is from the 13th Chapter of 1 Corinthians:

If | speak in the tongues of men and of angels, but have not
love, I am only a resounding gong or a clanging cymbal. If |
have the gift of prophecy and can fathom all mysteries and all
knowledge, and if | have a faith that can move mountains, but
have not love, | am nothing. If | give all | possess to the poor
and surrender my body to the flames, but have not love, | gain
nothing. Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does
not boast, it is not proud. Itis not rude, it is not self-seeking, it
is not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs. Love does
not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth. It always protects,
always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres. Love never
fails.

You see, love is not so much a feeling as it is a total commitment to the well being of
another. It is not so much a thing one has or feels as it is an attitude of commitment and
positive actions toward another. You show love by what you do that is in the best interest
of another. This is why love and sex are two different things. Sex is demonstrated by
physical self-gratification. Love is demonstrated by the exact opposite of self-interest; it is
demonstrated by your actions and words in the interest of others. Now, | have found it to
be true that the more | practice true love toward another, that my feelings for that person
generally follow my actions, resulting in an increase in affection. But the goal is not to feel
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the affection; the goal is to give the love. This is the type of love that Jesus demonstrated
for us on the cross.

This is why parents and children are often at odds. The parentis committed to doing
what is right for the child, while the child is equating love to letting him do as he wishes, to
buying him everything he wants. The child’s goal (depending on the age, of course) is to
have fun. If my parents love me, therefore, they will do everything in their power to make
sure | have fun. If they love me, they will let me do what | want to do. To a child (and,
unfortunately, to many adults), love means a commitment to one’s happiness. To the
parent, love is a commitment to one’s well being. Happiness from the eyes of a child (or
immature person of any age) is not analogous to one’s well being from the eyes of a
parent. It is true that parents make mistakes and are not always right. It is likewise true
that they make fewer mistakes and are right more often than the child. When a child acts in
concert with the wishes of his parents, even if the parents are wrong, God has a way of
protecting the child and teaching the parent. It's up to the parents to teach the child and it's
up to God to teach the parents.

One Bad Apple: Implicit with the parents’ concern about the social pressure
demonstrated in the story of Mr. Right is the old adage of “one bad apple spoils the barrel.”
Have you ever wondered where that saying came from? Well, for one thing, anyone who
has ever left a rotten apple in with a bushel of good apples knows that the entire bushel will
soon be spoiled if the bad apple is not removed. God also speaks to this in many ways in
Scripture. The Bible speaks to the removal of a “bad apple” from the congregation and it
speaks to the effects of bad company on one’s character:

Do not be misled: “Bad company corrupts good
character.” 2

| have often wondered why bad company corrupts good character. Why doesn’t
good character influence bad company? Throughout the years, | have had many
unpleasant discussions with my children concerning the company they were keeping. They
would always respond in two predictable ways. The first set of arguments went like this:
You're judging him unfairly, Dad. He’s really a good guy. You just don’t know him. You
are being unfair. | thought we weren’t supposed to judge others by the way they look or
talk. Now, these were difficult arguments to answer because our perspectives were
completely different. We have already discussed that issue.

The second argument was just as predictable: Dad, why do you always assume that
this guy is going to pull me down or lead me into something | shouldn’t be doing? Why
don’t you ever assume that | will be a good influence on him? Why don’t you trust me to do
what'’s right no matter who | hang out with?”

The answer is that | believe the Bible and I trust in my own personal experience.
Indeed, bad company corrupts good character. This is part of what was going on with Mr.

2 Corinthians 15:33; Holy Bible, New International Version.
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Right. He did not want to be corrupted and he had the wisdom to withdraw from the
relationship. As | understand it, here is approximately what takes place...

As | look back over my life, | cannot say that | ever had a life changing influence on a
person of bad character. | got into trouble several times due to associating with bad
character. The bad character won. | also have to admit, that | got several of my friends
into big trouble because, at that time, | was the one with bad character. In either case, bad
character won. Why is this?

Control: The answer lies within the pressures of society and the innate nature of
man. More specifically, the answer lies with the ‘C’ word: Control. As far as | know, God
created two separate species of thinking beings. These beings were capable of making
their own judgments and decisions. They were capable of deciding the course of their
lives. They were capable of worshiping the one Holy God. They were created with free
will, in the image of God, Himself. They were intelligent, thinking beings created by God for
his own purposes. You have already figured out that the two species of beings referred to
are humans and angels. No other created being has the attributes described above.

The first battle for control happened in heaven, when Lucifer, the most powerful and
beautiful angel ever created, rebelled against God and took a contingent of lesser angels
with him. We now know him as Satan, the Evil One, and his cohorts are known as demons.
He wanted to be like God; he wanted control; he wanted to have the power, worship and
majesty possessed by God. He became so possessed with this desire that he mistakenly
judged that he could actually unseat the creator God of the universe. He is still trying
today. Talk about biting off more than you can chew...Wow!

Since that time, mankind has likewise been battling for control. The Bible is full of
such stories. Judas Iscariot was not pleased with the manner in which Jesus was handling
His ministry. He, Judas, wanted things done differently. No matter what God wanted.
Judas reasoned that he knew better how to handle things, so he took control of the
situation and sold Jesus out to the Romans and the Jewish power structure.

In another story, a rich young man came to Jesus and asked what he must do to
inherit eternal life. Jesus looked deeply into his heart and said that there was one thing he
lacked and he was told to go and sell everything he owned and give the proceeds to the
poor. Jesus went on to invite the young man to be with Him and to follow Him. The rich
young man, however, went away sad, for he was very wealthy and could not let go of his
possessions, position and wealth. We are left with the impression that he declined the
Lord’s instruction and invitation to follow Him. He gave up eternal life because he could not
do as the Lord had instructed. He ultimately had to be in control, or more accurately, his
money was in control of him, and he placed more trust in it than in Jesus.

As | have mentioned elsewhere in this book, if one determines to follow Jesus, then
he is no longer in control of his life. The decision to follow Jesus is a decision to turn over
control of your life - your eternal life, as well as your earthly life - to the Lord. He is in
control. You are not in control. Frightening isn’tit? Doesn’t sound like much fun, does it?
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The truth is that giving up control goes against our human-sin-nature. This problem has
existed since the Garden of Eden, when Eve was persuaded by the serpent, Satan, that
she could be “like God” and possess all knowledge. In other words, she could be in
control. This problem is innate in all thinking creatures created by God - human and angel.
If we have free will, it will eventually translate into our desire to control.

When one decides that he will be in control of his own life, then he openly, although
not always consciously, I’'m convinced, rebels against Jesus the Christ. He makes light of
the Christian way. He puts Christians down. He ridicules - sometimes with malevolence,
sometimes hauntingly, sometimes with